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at home. Yet this is the very principle on which the defence of this 
country is rested, by a people who are ever boasting that they are freer 
than those of Britain. 

The time, it is hoped, will soon arrive when the common sense of men 
will at least come up i© that of the fabled brute, and they will see the ab- 
surdity of endeavoring to preserve political freedom by a military system 
which makes instruments or victims of tyranny of every citizen in the 
land ; and when intelligent Christians shall perceive that armed establish- 
ments of a iv sort, avowedly designed for deliberate murders of foreign 
brethren on a great scale, can never be blessed by the God of love as the 
means of the safety, liberty or peace of nations. 



tUflYEBSAL BROTHERHOOD. 

A Word to the Working Men of America 

From their Brethren across the Atlantic. 

The National Association for promoting the Political and Social Improve- 
ment of the People, to the Working Glasses of America, on the War 
Spirit that is sought to be excited between the two Countries. 
"Working Men op America: 

By our alliance of blood, of language, and religion, as well as by eve*y 
aspiration we feel for the mutual freedom, peace, prosperity and happi- 
ness of our respective countries, we would address you as brethren ; in 
the assurance that, as brethren, our interests are identified, and in the 
hope that no other spirit than that of brotherhood may long continue to 
exist between us. 

But the hostile threats and warlike preparations, the jealousies and 
prejudices now sought to be fomented by the interested, thoughtless, and 
immoral of your country and our own, have awakened us to a deep sense 
of the dangers which threaten the peace and welfare of the Working Class- 
es of all Countries ; — evils which we believe our mutual understanding 
and wise and determined resolutions may timely avert. 

You, fortunately, possessing political power to restrain the unjuts acts 
of your rulers, are, we fear, too apt to believe that the persecutions, en- 
croachments, and insolence which for ages past have characterised the 
Aristocracy of England towards most nations of the earth, have been 
shared in by the great body of the industrious classes ; who, unhappily, 
for the most part, have hitherto had neither voice nor vole in the matter. 

That the power and influence of our Aristocracy over the minds and 
consciences of men, their perversion of every principle of morality and 
precept of religion to uphold their power and monopolies, have often en- 
abled them to enlist great numbers of our unreflecting brethren to fight 
their battles, and espouse their cause, we readily admit ; but those, we 
conceive, should be pitied, rather than blamed, as the deluded victims of 
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selfish and hypocritical men ; persons who have perverted justice and 
truth for gain, and the religion of peace and good-will for the purposes of 
war, contention, and strife. 

Within the last few years, however, knowledge has been rapidly extend- 
ing its influence among the industrious millions of England — universal 
right is now asserted, and is progressing, despite persecution and suffer- 
ings — anomalies, corruptions, and vices in Church and State, are being 
exposed — unjust privileges and monopolies decried ; and mental and mor- 
al worth fast allying itself to the cause of humanity and justice. Thus 
knowledge, extending and combining, is fast calling forth mental light and 
political power, tending to the good of our country, such as our State 
Church can no longer mislead, standing armies restrain, nor aristocratic 
influence avert. 

This progressive improvement towards a higher state of civilization and 
happiness, to which all good men are looking forward with delight, our 
aristocratic rulers would gladly mar, and nothing but war and national 
commotion would favor the accomplishment of their wishes. With the 
high-swelling cant of " individual glory" and " national honor!" the din 
and dazzle of warlike preparation, they would speedily intoxicate the un- 
reflecting. They would then be enabled to turn the national mind from 
all social and political improvement to the prospects of foreign battles, 
and brilliant, (though expensive) victories. Our present moral and in- 
tellectual progress, the advance of trade, commerce, and the peaceful arts 
of life, would then be stayed and obstructed by the unholy scourge of war, 
and thousands of our brethren having their worst passions loosened and 
excited, would be transformed into savage demons thirsting for blood. 

We beseech you, working men of America, do not permit yourselves to 
be drawn or seduced into war, and thus afford the enemies of our liberties 
and the haters of yours, a pretext and opportunity to produce those lam- 
entable results; nay, it may be to jeopardize the rights and liberties which 
you now enjoy. Your country has long been an asylum for persecuted 
freedom throughout the world, and your democratic institutions inspire 
the hopeful and struggling among all nations ; but while your Republic 
offers a beacon to cheer and animate the friends of human rights and 
equal laws, it at the same time sends forth a light that despotism would 
fain extinguish. For, be assured, the Despots of Europe would gladly 
cast aside their petty contentions to form another unholy alliance against 
the growing Republic of America ; and though their combined power 
might fail to crush your liberties, they would not fail in desolating your 
shores, and in destroying great numbers of your people. 

What, too, has prevented the further developement of your national re- 
sources? — the cultivation of your fertile soil? — the increase of your cap- 
ital? — the progress of your commerce ? — and the further prosperity of 
your people ? What, but the same power that has retarded our liberties, 
paralyzed our manufactures, crippled our commerce, and pauperised and 
impoverished our country ? What, but the selfish monopolising aristoc- 
racy of England ? who, by their prohibitory laws, their imposts and bur- 
thens, have raised up barriers of injustice and enmity, to prevent the 
prosperity of both countries. 
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Despite their maddened efforts, however, these barriers are fast yield- 
ing to the progress of thought ; the knell of monopoly and injustice is 
sounding, and the prospect of political righteousness and social happiness 
is lighting up with hope the cheeks of our famished and pauperised popu- 
lation. Working men of America, do not we pray you, by any unwise 
proceedings on your part, retard or prevent the consummation of such pro- 
spective happiness, the fruits of which you will not eventually fail to 
share. 

We fain hoped that Republican America was free from that mania of 
Kings and Princes, the grasping after territory and dominion. Think 
you that any amount of real power or advantage, either to you or to us, 
could be gained by the possession of such an inhospitable and savage re- 
gion as that now disputed by your rulers and ours ? Think you that the 
strength of England is augmented by her dominion over her colonies, 
most of which she must keep bristling with bayonets, to keep down her 
half-rebellious progeny ? It is true , they may form objects of solicitude 
to the scions and offshoots of our aristocracy, enabling them to eat the 
bread of idleness, but to the mass of the English people they are far more 
burthensome than profitable. Surely the disputed question, regarding the 
territory of Oregon, might be amicably settled by arbitration, the peace- 
ful and just mode of arranging all such matters, without plunging our two 
countries into war, and, it might be, the whole of Europe also : and, with 
such an unfortunate event, all its destructive consequences — a state of des- 
olation and misery it would take centuries to repair. 

And surely you, the Working Classes of America, cannot so readily 
have forgotten the lessons of your greatest statesmen and profoundest 
philosophers respecting the evils and consequences of war ; nor can we 
suppose that you have less regard for those great principles of morality 
and religion which unitedly condemn it as one of the monster evils that 
afflict our race. 

Working Men, this military and warlike spirit must be curbed and kept 
in subjection, if ever we desire the civilization and happiness of our race. 
Men, indeed, cannot be called civilized who will consent to be made the 
tools and playthings of statesmen, or who delight in the playing of sol- 
diers on their own account. The constant appeals to the individual van- 
ity and mere animal propensity of the soldier, and the narrow spirit of 
nationality sought to be engendered, are antagonist to the mental and 
moral development of our nature, and the broad and ennobling principles 
of universal brotherhood and peace. 

How much longer will the laboring population of the world submit that 
that wealth which is accumulated by their incessant toils, anxieties, and 
privations, shall be applied to the keeping of thousands in idleness and 
vice, with no other object in view than that of still making them toil 
for the drones of society, or the going forth at the bidding of their rulers 
to murder and destroy. For, in our desire for human progress, we could 
wish that what is called "honorable warfare" and "glorious victories" 
were properly designated national crimes ! For were they for the 
most part stripped of their gloss and glory, and tried by our moral and 
Christian code, one of them would exhibit an aggregate of crime, com- 
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prising murder, robbery and devastation, more black and atrocious than 
could be found in the collected annals of a century. 

The war spirit already excited between our two countries has prepared 
the way and given a pretex to our rulers to inflict additional burthens on 
our working-class population. Already they have announced their inten- 
tion of adding, under the name of militia, upwards of 40,000 soldiers to 
our present army ; to take our brethren from their homes and avocations ; 
and while, on the one hand, they cause us to pay upwards of ten millions 
annually for our Clergy, to preach to them the religion of peace and 
brotherhood, to impose additional taxes, on the other hand, for the purpose 
of imbuing their minds with the spirit of war and vengeance. 

This additional number of human beings, who by their skill and labor 
could raise food, clothing and habitations to bless the half-starved millions 
of our country, are to be taken, many of them from their wives and chil- 
dren, for three years, to be drilled and disciplined in the arts of destruc- 
tion ; and, it is said, to be kept apart from their fellow-citizens in milita- 
ry barracks, doubtless lest sympathy and interchange of thought should 
disqualify them for their brutal profession. 

This burthen too will, in all probability, as usual, fall upon the Work- 
ing Classes for the most part ; for, should they seek, by fine or substitute, 
to avoid being taken from their homes and families, the poorest laborer 
on his shilling per day will have to pay equally with the wealthiest per- 
son in the kingdom ; the consequence will be, that wealth will in most 
cases procure exemption, and the sons of poverty be left to their fate. 

Such, friends, are the first fruits of this warlike excitement here, about 
a portion of territory of little us© to either country, and which perhaps, in 
strict justice, belongs to neither. But why should we, the industrious 
classes, year after year, and age after age, thus submit to injustice ? We, 
whose interest is in the peaceful cultivation of our respective countries — 
in the production of the conveniences and arts of life — in the peaceful in- 
terchange of our commodities, — and in the intellectual and moral develop- 
ment of ourselves and children — why should we, who have no quarrels 
or disputes with one another, be thus continually made the victims or 
tools of those who delight in contention and profit by war ? 

Fellow-men ! deeply impressed with the wickedness, injustice and mis- 
ery that always flow from such contentions, we would call upon all good 
men, but more especially on you, the Working classes of England and 
America, to use every intellectual, moral, and political means you pos- 
sess, to extinguish that spark of national animosity which is now sought 
to be fanned into a flame, and to be prepared to make any personal sac- 
rifice to prevent the direful calamity of war between the two countries. 
On this subject we have morality, Christianity, and justice on our side ; 
and if our firm and peaceful conduct should call forth the power of the 
law or the strength of the oppressor, we had better be martyrs in the cause 
of right, than suffer ourselves to be coerced into the shedding of human 
blood, and the retarding of the civilization of our race. 

We trust, however, that this dispute of our rulers may be speedily set- 
tled by arbitration; and earnestly hope that the growing intelligence of 
the age may lead men to perceive the demoralizing and deteriorating effects 
of soldiers and armies, and to perceive that war is more fatal in its mor- 
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al and physical effects, than the plagues, earthquakes, and tornadoes of 
nature. That so impressed, they will speedily free themselves from the 
evils and expenses of standing armies, garrisons, and ships of war — that 
they will soon seek amicably to settle their national disputes by a Con- 
gress of Nations, freely chosen by the people in their respective 
countries — and that through such instrumentality universal peace and hu- 
man brotherhood may be established, freedom extended, commerce promot- 
ed, and the arts, industry, and civilization of each, be made to contribute 
to the welfare of all. 

In the ardent desire for fellowship and peace, and in the hope that 
both our countries may advance in knowledge and happiness, and seek to 
promote the happiness of all others, we remain your brethren, the Mem- 
bers of the National Association. 

Signed on their behalf, 

W. LOVELL, Sec. 

National Ball, 242, Holborn, 
January 20th, 1846. 



DEFENSIVE WAR. 

BT REV. MOSES BALLOU. 

May not war be necessary for national defence ? If foreign powers 
attack us, shall we not fight ? 

It has been a most difficult question for me to decide ; and yet, I some- 
times think that it ought not to be. I have tried to consider the matter 
with all the seriousness that its terrible magnitude renders necessary. I 
have tried to investigate it as fully as I am able, and my firm conviction 
now is, that self-defence even cannot justify war. 

I do not say how far human reason, which is more or less clouded per- 
haps by passion or prejudice, would lead to this decision : but sure am I 
that the Divine reason forbids it. God's law may express no specific pro- 
hibition that is direct and unquestionable ; but, aside from the whole spir- 
it of the gospel which is plainly opposed to it, there are specific command- 
ments which must be violated by the practice. 

But I cannot argue this question here. I merely announce my solemn 
conviction that no man can engage even in a defensive warfare sustained 
and justified by the principles of the Christian religion. And with the 
Divine voice of that religion sounding in my ears, I dare not go out to kill 
my fellow-men : men who have done no wrong but in obedience to their 
rulers : no, not to save my own life, property, or the government under 
which I live ! If there is no other alternative before me but to give up 
all these, or violate the requirements of my Heavenly Father, then, as a 



